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PREFACE 


The Range of Lightness in al-Taff Land 


It is a blank verse (realistic poetry) in the history of holy Karbala. It is 
versed in an eloquent, good style, and precise terms by sheikh Mohammad 
bin Dhahir al-Samawi. In common with the other blank verses were 
epidemic at that time. The blank verse consists of 1250 verses. It begins 
with a speech deals with the cause of its name. It is divided into 8 
categories: 


1°: The name of al-Taff and what it was. 

2°": In the meaning of al-Hussein's shrine soil is remedy. 

3": About the shrine, what around it and the grace of pilgrimage toit. 
4: About some miracles appeared from the holy shrine. 

5. Mention the shrine building and its builder, and water and light of it. 
6": About the events of Karbala andits statistics. 


7: Mention who buried in Karbala and the martyrs' statistics (martyrs 
of al-Taff battle) peace be upon them. 
8: Mentioning the guardians, scholarly families, and artistic families. 


Each category consists of several chapters sometimes only one chapter 
according to the requirement of the scientific material. The expositor aimed 
at explicating accounts related to historical events mentioned in the blank 
verse. Then returned it to its source, explanation of some great figures, and 
clarifying some ambiguous places and explaining some extraneous terms. 
Blank verse emended in a prosodic way by specialists in this field. The study 
section in the library and house of manuscripts of al-Abass holy shrine 
reviewed the explanation, enriched it, with many valuable information 
from diverse and rare sources, did language check, emended its text, and 
made technical indexes to it in order to produce it in seemly way, and the 
important historical works. 


